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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 6157 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, CU, AF 

SUBJECT: VISITS BY TWO AFGHAN DELEGATIONS TO HAVANA COULD 
PORTEND CLOSER BILATERAL TIES 

1 . SUMMARY. THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED AFGHAN MEDIA 
ANNOUNCED JULY 26 THAT TWO DELEGATIONS HAD DEPARTED 
FOR CUBA TO ATTEND THAT COUNTRY'S CELEBRATION OF THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS REVOLUTION, AS WELL AS THE 

1 1TH WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH. THESE TWO VISITS 
SUGGEST THAT AFGHAN-CUBAN RELATIONS ARE BECOMING 
CLOSER, NOT A REASSURING DEVELOPMENT IN AFGHANISTAN'S 
INTERNATIONAL TIES. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. HEADING THE DELEGATION TO CUBA'S CELEBRATION OF 

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS REVOLUTION ARE TWO MEMBERS 
OF THE POLITBURO OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
OF AFGHANISTAN (PDPA), MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DR. SHAH WALL AND MINISTER OF FINANCE ABDUL KARIM 
MISAQ. LEADER OF THE FORTY -MEMB R DELEGATION FROM 
THE PEOPLE'S YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF AFGHANISTAN WAS 
NOT IDENTIFIED, BUT THE GROUP WAS SEEN OFF AT THE 
AIRPORT BY MINISTER OF RADIO-TV SULAIMAN LAIQ, WHO, 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, WAS IDENTIFIED AS HAVING RE- 
SPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE PDPA'S "PEOPLE'S ORGANIZA- 
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TIONS." THE TWO GROUPS STOPPED IN MOSCOW ON THEIR 
WAY TO HAVANA. 

3. COMMENT: THESE TWO VISITS UNDERSCORE THE DIS- 
TINCTLY WARMING TREAD IN AFGHQN-CUBAN RELATIONS. 

THIS TREND MAY BE FURTHER ACCELERATED IF A CURRENT 
RUMOR MAKING THE ROUNDS HERE TURNS OUT TO BE TRUE: 

THAT THE TWO COUNTRIES WILL SOON EXCHANGE RESIDENT 

AMBASSADORS. SHAH WALI AND MISAQ WERE REFERRED TO 

BY BOTH THEIR PARTY AND GOVERNMENTAL TITLES IN THE 

AFGHAN MEDIA, SUGGESTING THAT THEY ARE TRAVELING TO 

HAVANA IN THE CAPACITY OF PARTY REPRESENTATIVES, AS WELL 

AS EMISSARIES OF THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. ATTENDANCE BY THE AFGHAN 

YOUTH DELEGATION AT THE YOUTH FESTIVAL IS NOT A REASSURING 

STEP IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFGHANISTAN'S INTERNATIONAL 

TIES. 
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